The Vote: An Election is Called

(pp. 84-108)

According to Canada’s Constitution, it is the governor general who calls a federal election, but it is the _________________ who actually decides when one will be held.

When is an election called?

The constitution states that a House of Commons ceases to exist after ____ years.

Most elections are called after the government has been in power for ____ years.

An election is also called when a government loses an important vote (ex. A vote on the budget). The government is said to have lost the confidence of the House and therefore the people.

Who can vote?

Until 1917, only men voted, and not all men, just those ______________________

From 1918 to 1970 men and women aged ________ and over could vote.

In order to vote in Canada today, the two qualifications are:

1. _______________________

2. _________________________

A polling station is ___________________________________________________

An advance poll is for those who _______________________________________

If the polls close at 8 pm you are legally able to leave your job at __________ and cannot be docked pay.

Who can run for election?

What procedure must you follow should you wish to run for election?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

The Election Campaign

An election campaign is a marathon of ___________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

A federal campaign must be at least _______ days.  Provincial election campaigns are shorter and some provinces complete the process in about _______ weeks.

The Cost of a Campaign

Elections Canada spends more than _________________ to organize a federal election.

Campaign Issues

Parties and candidates must define the issues (taxation, health care, education, jobs, inflation…) they want to run on and clearly convey their specific plans to the voting public.

Sometimes, one issue dominates a campaign.  What was the main issue in the following elections?

1917 ___________________

1974 ___________________


1988 ___________________

Debates

How important are they?

________________________________________________________________

Election Day

Votes are cast, ballots are counted and the candidate with the most votes (first-past-the-post) in that riding is declared the winner and is given a seat in the government. 

The party with the most seats forms the government.

The party with the most votes might not win the election.

It is the number of seats that count, not the number of votes.

Scenario in a Pretend Country

	Riding #1
	Candidate/Party
	Votes

	WestPoint
	Assad/A
	10,000

	
	Campbell/B
	  9,000

	
	Damini/C
	11,000

	Winner of Riding
	
	


	Riding #2
	Candidate/Party
	Votes

	CentrePoint
	Lewis/A
	30,000

	
	McCarthy/B
	  5,000

	
	Paquette/C
	15,000

	Winner of Riding
	
	


	Riding #3
	Candidate/Party
	Votes

	EastPoint
	Shakell/A
	 6,000

	
	Power/B
	16,000

	
	Trudeau/C
	18,000

	Winner of Riding
	
	


	
	Party A
	Party B
	Party C

	# of seats won by each party
	
	
	

	Total Votes for each party
	
	
	

	% of Votes for each party
	
	
	


What party would win the election if there were only three ridings? 
__________

What party had the highest total & percentage of votes?

__________

Since a party that wins can have more people vote against it than for it, governments have held (Referendums) votes of its citizens on single issues.

What was the issue for each of the following referendums?

The Prohibition Referendum of 1898: 

______________________________

The Conscription Referendum of 1942: 

______________________________

The Constitutional Referendum of 1992: 
______________________________

The NFLD Referendum of 1948:


______________________________

The Quebec Referendums of 1980 & 1995
______________________________








































